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Tiny Hickory Neck Church, on the east side of U. S .  Rout 
60 one mile north of l'oano, is one of the few colonial buildings 
that can be seen from the highways leading to Williamsburg. It 
is a rectangular structure, three bays long, with entrance 

to south and 28 1/2' east to west. The eighteenth century 
brickwork, on the north, east, and west walls, is Flemish bond 
above watertable and English bond below. There is random 

I/ through the south gable end. The dimensions are 36 l/Zf north , 

glazing of the headers. 
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The present building, although in solid condition, is 
only a fragment of the colonial church. The north (back) wall 
and the northern-most two bays of each side wall date from an 
extension made to the main body of the church in 1773-1774. 
Excavation has revealed that the north side wall of the original 
nave abutted the side walls of this transept at a point between 
the two southern windows. The southern-most bay of each side 
dates from the circa 1825 alteration of the structure. When the 
nave was removed about that time, a southern extension of at 
least two bays was added to the transept. The Flemish bond 
brickwork of the extension is constructed with oyster shell 
mortar, but it is less well executed than the eighteenth century 
work. The beveled row of watertable bricks is laid with 
alternating headers and stretchers on the extension, and in all 
headers to the north. The nineteenth century window frames of 
the southern extension differ from the four earlier windows, as 
do th? jack arches. Evidence for another bay, now mostly re- 
moved, can be seen at the southern end of the west wall, where 
the edge of a window opening with arch splay above is visable. 
At some date after the circa 1825 construction, possibly as 
late 3s the 18701s, the south end of the rectangular building 
was taken down and the end was bricked up with five-Course 
American bond, laid in varying degrees of quality. 

A number of other alterations may be seen in the present 
structure. The window frames were lengthened in the second or 
third quarters of the nineteenth century, the frames being cut 
and lowered, with blocks inserted. Thus the original sash, 
probably nine-over-nine, was replaced with nine-ober-twelve 
sash. The roof and interior finish are modern. A brick porch 
has been added to the south wall, and a vestry to the north One, 
the latter obscuring an early exterior dooyway. No electrikity 
is used except for the orgaid, ahd the church, with all its 
apparent changes, retains a simplistic Charm. 
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B l i s l a n d  P a r i s h ,  named f o r  a  p a r i s h  i n  Cornwal l ,  was 
formed i n  t h e  a r e a  of New Kent County b e f o r e  t h e  county was 
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1654. The p a r i s h  a c q u i r e d  t e r r i t o r y  i n  James 
C i t y  County a s  a  r e s u l t  of  t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  of Wilmington P a r i s h  
i n  1725. Hickory Neck Church, t h e n  known only a s  t h e  Lower 
Church of  B l i s l a n d  P a r i s h ,  was o rde red  b u i l t  i n  October ,  1733, 
and i t  was completed by 1738. The name Hickory Neck seems t o  
have d e r i v e d  from a nearby p l a n t a t i o n ,  perhaps  i n  t h e  l a t e  
e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  

The church a s  e n l a r g e d  by t h e  a d d i t i o n  of  a  s o u t h  
t r a n s e p t  i n  1773-1774, j u s t  b e f o r e  i t  was t o  e x p e r i e n c e  war, 
t h e  D i s e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  and abandonment. It was used a s  a 
h o s p i t a l  d u r i n g  t h e  Revo lu t ion ,  and B r i t i s h ,  French,  and 
American t r o o p s  camped i n  t h e  churchyard a t  v a r i o u s  s t a g e s  of  
t h e  war. The v e s t r y  book, d a t i n g  from 1721, was c l o s e d  i n  1786 
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The b u i l d i n g  d e t e r i o r a t e d  th rough  l a c k  of  maintenance 
f o r  f o r t y  y e a r s .  I n  1825 t h e  Genera l  Assembly c o n s t i t u t e d  
" t h e  t r u s t e e s  of  t h e  Hickory Neck School  S o c i e t y  i n  James C i t y  
CountyNas a  c o r p o r a t e  body wi th  t h e  i n t e n t  of conve r t i ng  t h e  
o l d  church i n t o  a  s choo l .  A fund d e r i v e d  from t h e  p rev ious  
s a l e  of g l e b e  l a n d s  was used t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  s choo l ,  Hickory 
Neck Academy, and t o  p r e p a r e  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  The o l d e r  main body 
of  t h e  church was p u l l e d  down and t h e  s o u t h  end of  t h e  wing was 
c l o s e d  up t o  form t h e  p r e s e n t  s m a l l  b u i l d i n g .  Func t ions  of t h e  
Academy were i n t e r r u p t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  War Between t h e  S t a t e s  when 
bo th  Union and Confedera te  s o l d i e r s  used t h e  b u i l d i n g  a s  
b a r r a c k s .  Thc Academy occupied t h e  b u i l d i n g  u n t i l  1907, whcn 
the a r c a ' s  secondary education was t ranof 'er red t o  newly b u l l t  
Toano High School .  Hickory Neck was then  r e c o n s e c r a t e d ,  and 
h a s  s i n c e  been used as an Ep i scopa l  church.  
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OFFICER CERTIF ICA I ION I NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I 
A s  the designated Stete Liaison Officer for the Na- 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public 1,ew 

89665) .  1 hereby nominate this  property for inclusion 

in the National Register end certify that i t  hes  been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procehres s e t  
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National 0 State K] Local 
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J .  . ~ i s h b u r n e ,  Di rec to r  
Title 

Commission 

Date NQV 2 1 1572 
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I hereby certify that this  property is included in the 

National Register. 

c h i e f ,  office 01 ~ ~ c h ~ o l o g y  and Historic Preservation 
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